INTRODUCTION
The Brazilian law system needs to be open to advances in science and changing social values arising from frameworks of neuroscience, behavioral science, philosophy, and genetics.1
In this context, seminars, courses, lectures, congresses, and research groups have been offered in universities to encourage students and researchers to develop animal law as a new field within Brazilian law schools. Still, a large number of law schools have inadequately trained students and researchers who finish their courses without ever discussing significant question points: How can Brazilians expand this field of knowledge? What are the steps to introduce a new law paradigm that is pro-animal?
Historically, the relationship established between humans and animals was founded on the criterion of domination, that is, "under traditional conceptions of law, animals were typically regarded as objects of rights vested in their human owners but not as the holders of rights against human beings."2 Non-human animals serving as instruments of human desire over the years has been the message delivered to law students in law schools throughout the world. Animal law courses have been offered as elective subjects at a time when students have already been deeply rooted in the basics of law concepts. How can animal law professors explain that animals are not property if they themselves have approached the subject differently since attending law school? At this moment a conflict exists between professors, students, and the law. Managing this engagement is one of the obstacles facing animal law professors. The first requisite is to bring the matter to first year law students in the required property law course so that graduates and professors can debate the issue. 3 With the goal of changing the way of thinking about law, some universities have begun constructing a new framework for how students regard and learn law. They propose to establish an interaction between students and this new moment where the interests of others need to be considered.
Under this scenario, institutions and professors around the world have mobilized their structures and programs to expand the development of animal law, providing an international exchange of knowledge with new methodologies and comparative perspectives among different legal systems.
This paper examines the strategies utilized on each continent and shows the path made for these scholars to build a framework to discuss animal law within law schools. The conclusion is that this movement produced by such scholars has changed the way law schools are teaching law and is affording new opportunities to solve animal concerns, and likewise, social problems in Brazil and around the world.
Therefore, this article first discusses the philosophical Brazilian background to teach animal law, and how the animal rights movement creates a framework for professors and students working in this field. It then summarily explores the Brazilian and United States dialogue and how this partnership has expanded the animal law debate in South America, followed by an examination of the civil law countries that have historically influenced the Brazilian system.
That section focuses on Portugal, Spain, and France to define new pedagogy to legal education in Brazil while looking at the Brazilian experience in teaching animal law. Some universities have begun to open discussion and create centers to debate this area. The challenge is to change the way of teaching law by showing students that human and non-human interests need to be considered by the law.
Finally, this article proposes a direction and some perspectives for the immediate future and explains that it is time to overcome the obstacles and enjoy the atmosphere already shaped to teach animal law as an autonomous subject, that is, as part of the minimum curriculum in Brazilian law schools.
II. PHILOSOPHICAL BACKGROUND: A FRAMEWORK FOR THE BRAZILIAN ANIMAL MOVEMENT
Brazilian professors have not yet measured the impact of philosophy in legal education. The number of law schools that have incorporated this debate into their curriculum remains few; however, the Brazilian movement has been influenced by philosophical framework coming from British heritage, especially in relation to studies that came out of Oxford. 4 Indeed, these ideas have expanded based on the work of Brazilian researchers and in contact with Brazilian society, particularly after the publication of Mary Winckler's translation of Peter Singer's book, ANIMAL LIBERATION.5 She is one of those responsible for propelling the Brazilian animal rights debate into an international dimension by popularizing the theme of "meatless Mondays" and taking the helm of the Vegetarian Society, an institution that promotes and advocates for animal rights.6
In the past twenty-five years, since the promulgation of the new 1988 Constitution, the Brazilian animal rights movement changed legislation to restrict the use of animals. Today, it is possible to say that there is not only a philosophical framework, but also a time sequence for developing animal law as a field of practice and as a legitimate academic subject.7
In England, the paradigm shift was encouraged by an underlying social movement driven by animal protection agencies. At the same time the first International Organization for the Protection of Animals (UIPA) was founded in 1895 in Brazil, following the model of the American and British Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. As in England, a social movement stimulated the emergence of the core laws to protect animals.8 4. Oxford group "is a title used by Richard Ryder to describe those intellectuals associated with the city of Oxford, England, who ignited the modern interest in the moral status of animals." RICHARD D. RYDER To be sure, since early 1640, British researchers have created an atmosphere to provide for a shift in attitude toward animal abuses. At that time, Robert Boyle proposed a new reading of the René Descartes theory that animals -human and non-humanwere products of divinity. Further, he asserted that cruelty imposed on animals could cause damage by generating negative effects on the personality of human beings.9
Boyle's main point was that no one had the right to cause unnecessary suffering to animals, and that practices such as cockfighting, hunting bears and hares, mistreatment of domestic animals, wild animal imprisonment, and brutal methods of slaughter and vivisection, were all considered atrocities committed against non-humans.10
Boyle opposed René Descartes' theory of automata animals, in which they were considered as non-sentient beings. This Cartesian consideration removed any moral significance from animals, creating a fictional category for humans.11 Even though Boyle tried to show similarities between the anatomical structures of humans and non-humans, he still acceded to Descartes' concept that humans were the sole rational animal.12
This dispute between the British (common law system) and the French (civil law system) philosophy symbolized between Boyle and Descartes also shows the differences between legal education, and the manner in which law is formulated in each culture. While countries such as Brazil, Portugal, Spain, and France were reluctant to raise the law debate, this field has been deeply discussed in common law systems for decades.13
When a law structure is organized in a way that allows individuals to discuss new ideas, and create new law as a result, the ball rolls quickly, creating a more dynamic environment for 
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professors and students to share ideas. Creativity and exploration become inherent in the classroom. This type of dynamic serves as an "iron horse", pushing any legal system to create new alternatives and stay abreast of an evolving society.14 Another key event that took place in England was the entrance of religion into debates on animal suffering. In 1772, priests such as James Granger, cleric of Shiplake, Oxford, gave a sermon against animal cruelty.15
Similarly, John Henry Newman, clergyman of the University Church of St. Mary, in his homily on Good Friday 1842, held that the suffering of animals was morally equivalent to the suffering of Christ on the cross. 16 When opportunities exist for open discussions in a community, greater possibilities exist to spread ideas, to learn, and to change the standard education. In other words, societal changes begin with a community determination of right and wrong. Religion attempts to wield influence and organize a societal framework in order to spread notions of compassion and altruism.17
As Between the years 1970 and 2000, few law schools in the United States offered a course in animal law. However, the national attitude towards animal law has recently changed, largely as a result of the exchange of ideas at conferences, the publication of journals, the creation of specific funds for research and development, and training for graduate programs and research in the field of animal law. In addition to these factors is the important role performed by the American Bar Association's Animal Law Sections and Committees, and the work of the Animal Legal Defense Fund (ALDF).27
The United States became an important reference in the field of animal law because of four factors:28 (1) The number of U. S. institutions offering animal law courses increased dramatically; (2) animal law was recognized as a unique subject requiring a full time professor; (3) publications were encouraged; and (4) animal law became a principal subject in more conservative colleges such as Duke, Harvard, and New York, which helped foster the creation of research groups to study the legal considerations surrounding animals.29 methodologies and the necessity to hear different opinions has challenged the commonly accepted theory of animal law, secularly built and written down in statutes or in decisions in civil law or common law systems.33
This movement has created some positive outcomes for both the United States and Brazil, specifically an increasing demand for professional training, as well as materials to organize framework to teach,34 plan, and publish in animal law.35 In the United States, Lewis & Clark Law School has played an important role through its publication of the first journal devoted exclusively to animal law issues,36 and its creation of a line of research focused on the debate in favor of animals. The creation of the Center for Animal Law in 2001 institutionalized a graduate program focused on concerns about non-human animals, with the goal of providing theoretical and practical material for training new law professionals.37
The Federal University of Bahia (UFBA) has worked in a similar manner in Brazil. UFBA published the first animal rights journal in Latin America and organized the first international conferences for collaboration on the comparative pedagogy of teaching animal law.38 UFBA has been in charge of the leading Brazilian pro-animal law debates, and has produced a framework to use for all Latin American countries. Brazil, but it is also working to garner support for the Brazilian Abolitionist Movement for Animal Liberation.39
Both the United States and Brazil face the challenge of shaping a unique syllabus of textbooks in the field of animal law, and sharing educational content and pedagogy with other institutions.40 It is time to design an animal law curriculum that: (1) offers students diverse perspectives on animal treatment instead of simply concentrating on existing law, and (2) does not prioritize philosophical or personal approaches. 41 What is necessary is a new focus on discussions from the theoretical and philosophical, to the practical and legal based problems that could be found during the professional development of students.42
In addition, it is necessary to recognize that the expansion of the animal law debate requires equal tools to approach this subject as well as the common core. Animal law courses need to be offered at the same time as standard law courses. This establishes the importance of the field and gives professors the opportunity to discuss the root doctrine of animal law. Thus, law students will regard the subject more substantively when they are provided an overview of the themes in animal law, preferably in the first year of law school as a panorama of events and issues in this new field of study. For Master's and Ph.D. candidates, there is the possibility of deepening each topic panorama seen at the graduate level, strengthening themes in the field of philosophy, epistemology, and general theory. 43 According to David Cassuto, in the context of law students, the minimum curriculum should establish a connection between environmental and animal issues, thereby proposing a new interpretation of legal subjects with such topics as: (a) the movement for animal rights, (b) the development of anti-cruelty 39 laws, (c) the improvement in state and federal laws, (d) animal experimentation and vivisection, (e) the use of animals for entertainment, religious, or educational purposes, and (f) the humane slaughter of animals. These issues should always be addressed in order. 44 The vision of animal law as an autonomous discipline is already a reality in several countries such as the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Portugal, Spain, India, and Brazil. The experiences of each of these nations has enriched the debate and provided a real revolution in the concepts in the Brazilian civil law system.
IV. TEACHING ANIMAL LAW IN CIVIL LAW COUNTRIES
Some European cultures, especially the Iberian, are marked by centuries old traditions of mistreatment of animals.45 Events such as the festival of the oxen, rodeos, and bullfights are known for suffering caused to non-humans. However, despite the fact that the social landscape has changed, with popular support of these events declining steadily in recent years, these events are still being organized and supported as an essential cultural manifestation.46 Because manifestations of animal abuse that have taken place in Brazil are especially reflective of aspects of Portuguese and Spanish origin, it is important to understand what happened in these countries. Spain and Portugal were once the favorite places for Brazilian scholars to do research and exchange knowledge. Cultural, and therefore legal, attitudes in the two countries were incorporated into the legal attitudes and practices the scholars were bringing back to Brazil. (CIES) found that the overwhelming majority of respondents thought that animals were seldom, or not at all, protected in Portugal, and that the role of public institutions was to change this abuse and ill-treatment of animals.52
Portuguese professors demanded a set of interdisciplinary standards for animal law teaching; in other words, a framework that parallels with other areas of law such as criminal, civil, administrative, environmental, and constitutional.53 Therefore, they proposed a Portuguese animal code, revising the concept in environmental law of animal species as objects, conceiving a paradigm shift in the Portuguese legal system to recognize the new legal status of an animal considered individually and, therefore, moving away from concepts that weigh only the animal's value to the need of the human being.54
Along these lines, Portuguese professors proposed a revision of the Civil Code and the Portuguese Constitution in order to include an interpretation that recognizes the fundamental interest in safeguarding animal welfare interests, even in the private sphere.55
Likewise, Spain has taken firm steps to mitigate the incessant violations of the animal rights and interests by adapting its laws to mirror those of the European Union. human and non-humans in the use of animals.56 Another important step in the animal rights movement was the ban on the practice of bullfighting in Catalonia in 2010. In this popular initiative, nearly 180,000 signatures were obtained to eliminate animal abuse in public spectacles.57 This increasingly popular Spanish movement for animal rights has pushed the state to review its laws in order to prohibit cruel behavior directed toward non-humans, thus prompting further discussion of the matter in universities.
Spanish researchers have studied animal law from two perspectives: (1) law view -raising and analyzing the legal provisions in force as well as other possible interpretations for the solution of outstanding issues; and (2) ethics view -discussing ethical arguments against abuse of an animal in order to consider the reasons that may lead a person to be cruel to another being.58 The animal law debate has drawn attention in Spanish universities, and has driven an increasingly intense search for a political solution to the resolution of emerging social demands. Popular concerns have broadened, ranging from stray dogs to experimentation, animal abuse, and animals as a food source.
The reformation of Spanish animal law has received strong support from professors around the world. The headquarters of this debate has been the Autonomous University of Barcelona, which since 2011, has offered the only graduate course of study in animal law in Europe: the Masters in Law and Society Degree taught by Professor Teresa Giménez-Candela. 59 The progress in Spain has been made possible thanks to a change in European legislation. educational institutions has already generated positive effects on the French legal system. The French Civil Code reform brings changes in the legal status of animals that take into consideration the interests of non-human social demands.64
In this manner, the French legal sphere has proposed a change in the legal status of animals. Bill No. 4495 establishes the creation of a specific book of the Civil Code to address animal issues. The goal of this new chapter of the Civil Code is to amend domestic laws to comply with the directives of the European Union, stating that non-human animals are sentient beings, occupying a cachet between men and things, but yet separate.65
Indeed, French claims argue for the personhood concepts and introduce the tertius gender of animal personhood,66 a way to demonstrate the relevance of non-humans in the legal system. Olivier Le Bot has asserted that countries such as France should borrow some experiences from the Brazilian, Swiss,67 German, and Luxembourger constitutions,68 in which there are compelling and strong provisions relating to the protection of animals and their interests.69 As in other countries, the French animal rights movement has strong, organized social support; for example, the Animal Law, Ethics, and Science Foundation publishes DROIT All of these viewpoints have invigorated the Brazilian movement to teach animal law and expand the moral and legal interests of non-human animals. This in turn, has contributed to the introduction of new methodologies, as well as legal changes. The expansion in animal law adds enforcement to the development of legal science and its graduate programs, preparing new intellectuals with expertise to rethink the older, more classical concepts of law. Within the global scene, Brazil stands out as a country that has expanded the study of animal rights and is moving toward creating a new post-human discipline, which enables the aspirations of the 1988 Constitution to be more fully realized.
V. DEVELOPMENT OF ANIMAL LAW PEDAGOGY IN BRAZIL
The Brazilian transition to democracy between 1985 and 1988 brought with it a new charter policy, with new challenges. The outcome was a new moment in Brazil not only in the fight for human rights, but also for the animal rights debate. The 1988 Brazilian Constitution included a provision addressing animal cruelty, and provided an avenue to revise the law governing the treatment of non-humans. It also provided an opportunity to rebuild the theory of law to introduce animal law concerns.71
Under the new Constitution, the Brazilian legal system began to evolve. The Constitution provided some tools from the common law system that gave more power to judges and their decisions.72 Today, Brazilian Supreme Court opinions must to be followed in cases relating to animals. Examples of this include opinions addressing the Festival of Oxen and cockfighting. 73 Moreover, Brazilian legal education has tried to change since the adoption of the 1988 Constitution. Today, the legal pedagogy in Brazil is in crisis as a result of several causes: (1) the huge number of law schools (i.e., there are currently more law schools in Brazil than in the rest of Latin America, totaling more than 1200), (2) a high level of unemployed attorneys, and (3) course pedagogy that discourages students from being creative or trying something new (e.g., in times of paradigm change they are at a loss to know how to address such obstacles). Because of this, some professors are advocating that it is time to change Brazilian legal education as it exists.
One proposal is to require universities to offer, in addition to undergraduate, a graduate degree within the university, as many U.S. institutions do.
For these reasons, law schools started to adopt animal law courses as a tool to humanize the law curriculum. The situation showed the gap between social expectations of students and legal methodologies to teach law within Brazilian law schools. In relation to this issue, Boaventura de Souza Santos asserts that "crises of growth take place at the level of the disciplinary matrix of a given branch of science, that is, reveal themselves in dissatisfaction at basic concepts or methods hitherto used without objection in the discipline."74 In other words, lack of opportunity to acquire sufficient information can discourage students such that creative thinking is frustrated. When enough information is lacking, students can become discouraged from thinking creatively to come up with needed solutions. 75 In the beginning, critics of animal rights laws encompassed both the traditionalists and those in the animal rights movement.76 As a legal subject, law professors and their students were supposed to be formal and retain the status quo of society, not to change it.77 Progress in any area is never in a straight path; the same has proved true in relation to animal rights. The new legislation incurred many critics, both domestic and international.78 At issue was the juxtaposition of animal rights and human rights, with the view that human rights superseded those of animals and should be addressed first. Human poverty, hunger, and violence were on the primary list of social ills that called for action.
In every society there are political disputes surrounding the definition and prioritization of individual rights, especially among those who are the protagonists.79 For this reason, foreign researchers sometimes do not understand why scholars and research centers in Brazil seem to ignore the relationship between hunger, poverty, misery, violence, and cruelty, to animal exploitation.80 In today's society the situation is worse. In many communities, where family relationships, work, production, friendship, and romantic relationships are being stressed, the interaction between humans and non-humans can serve as the final social bond for some individual's lifesaving. 81 In Brazil, recognition of animal rights can be considered one of the last frontiers to be addressed to provide a more just and humane society. The study of Brazilian history exposed a culture of violence against slaves, natives, women, children, and the poor. Investigations into animal law indicated that the culture of violence extended into the non-human area as well, and made clear that the time had come to learn from past mistakes and move forward.82
Achieving this goal requires the participation of the three branches of government, as well as awareness of the key actors in this process. The legislative branch needs to pass a law to enforce the Constitutional mandate; the executive must enforce it; and the judicial must interpret and apply the law, thereby making it respectable.83
A. Animal Law as an Autonomous Subject
As mentioned previously, Brazilian animal law education is recent and relates to its democratic process. In general, with the promulgation of the 1988 Constitution, it became necessary to restructure the Brazilian legal system. These changes compel further changes in legal learning and education.84
This process allows a change in attitude in society towards including a new subject in the legal system, one that proposes a shift in the moral scenario and legal "schizophrenia" regarding the life of an animal.85 Non-humans are seen as products to be marketed and used by their owners, an assessment that common law and civil law systems have followed for years.
In teaching a course titled "Legal Guardianship of Animals" in Pontifical Catholic University of Minas Gerais (PUC/MG), but the subject was offered only two semesters. 87 In her syllabus, Dias emphasized the animal protection movement and animal welfare perspective. The idea was to create a multidisciplinary space for students and professors to address scientific and other legal repercussions, thereby providing a setting for new methodologies and approaches. 88 Dias was followed by Danielle Tetü Rodrigues, who taught environmental students a course on animal law issues, titled "Interfaces between the Human and Environmental" in the Pontifical Catholic University of Paraná (PUC/PR). Professor Rodrigues' efforts were groundbreaking in that she encouraged law students as well as new lawyers to work in this field, publishing books and articles in order to increase access to information on the legal and ethical perspectives on animals. 89 Soon after, Heron Gordilho, influenced by doctoral studies at the Federal University of Pernambuco, proposed the course "Ethics and Animal Rights" as a means of field research. The goal was to bring the debate on animal cruelty to middle and high school students, and produce materials for them. The class was interdisciplinary and several undergraduate students from different courses could attend. At the moment, Gordilho teaches "Development Studies of Bioethics and Animal Rights" for Ph.D and Master students at the Federal University of Bahia. 90 Subsequently, Fábio Corrêa de Oliveira and Daniel Braga Lourenço designed an animal law course that would be a compulsory component of the curriculum, although the class was never implemented. The discipline was soon excluded from the curriculum, and replaced by "Environmental Ethics," a subject taken by law school students in their final year at Federal Rural University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRRJ). 91 Animal law is unique in that it has the institutional support of public universities and NGOs in civil society. The field of animal law has been developed by dialogue based on formal and informal knowledge coming from these two groups, highlighting the plural nature of the discipline as it brings new alternatives to the teaching of law. The Brazilian Vegetarian Society (SVB) provides an example of such support. SVB was founded by Marly Wincklerin in August 2003, with the aim of spreading the vegetarian philosophy of respect for animals. Since 2006, this NGO has been organizing lectures, seminars, and debates on the subject of animals, including in the political and legal environment, and has contributed to the maturation of the issues. 107 During the First Brazilian and Latin American Vegetarian Congress this year, jurists and philosophers along with veterinarians and biologists joined together to found the Abolitionist Institute for Animals (IAA). Their goal was to provide legal support to change the legal status of animals. This meeting resulted in the publication of the first edition of the Brazilian Animal Rights Journal, a journal that pioneers the subject in Latin America. 108 The Abolitionist Institute for Animals was instrumental in creating an academic culture in favor of non-human animals, and is responsible for increasing the legal discourse on the subject of animals and its inclusion in graduate programs in law in Brazil. In 2012, the Third World Conference held at the Federal University of Pernambuco had the support of members of the state and federal legislature, demonstrating the important role that the political discourse had in the consideration of animal law. It was time to create new law to support animal law issues.
The foregoing groups have contributed to the progress and redesign of the curricula of law schools in Brazil. They have created new alternatives, possibilities, and understandings, important both for the defense of the non-human animals and for humans. The next step is the formation of a solid political base in order to generate effective legislative change, and thus the realization of animal law. During the year 2013, events were organized, focusing on the need to mobilize the Brazilian legislature to attend to the issue of animals. These meetings focused, both politically and legally, on the best means to support the animal law debate. It is time to insert animal law into the curriculum of the Brazilian law schools.
As a result, in 2014, Brasilia, the Brazilian political capital, will hold the fourth World Conference, with the theme Posthumanism: challenges and perspectives. The goal is to develop a future scenario for putting these ideas in practice. At the same time, the Second Global Animal Law Conference will occur in Barcelona. Both provide spaces to discuss and exchange knowledge between professors and students working in this field 114 .
VI. FUTURE OF ANIMAL LAW IN BRAZIL
It is not easy to predict the future of animal law in Brazil. There exist a number of barriers: (1) animal law is not considered a field for attorneys, (2) people still think that Brazilians have more crucial issues to address than animal law issues, (3) neither public nor private funding exists to encourage development in this field of study, and (4) disagreement among members within the movement has pre-empted efforts to achieve common goals.
These obstacles will only be overcome if the Brazilian system starts to develop practices to encourage students and professionals to work in this area. Such a system must make it clear that it is time for the animal rights debate to be an autonomous subject in law schools. Indeed, it is time in Brazil to teach animal law alongside other subjects in the first year of law school. Otherwise, law students will immediately establish the mindset that animals are property and do not merit important questions in the law. First year courses simply cannot continue to ignore the basic tenets of animal rights and adhere to rights of humans. Inserting a new subject like Animal Law towards the end of the degree program or simply in the LLM or SJD degree will not help professors or students to expand this new theme, but will create a lot of resistance in students and professionals to rethink what they have already learned.115
Rather than senselessly arguing over animal rights and animal welfare issues, Brazilians must adopt a strategy based around organizing a standardized agenda with which to raise awareness and gather support from members of the legislative and judiciary systems, which can facilitate, rather than hinder, changes in animal rights 116 .
A favorable atmosphere must be created to attract new attorneys, professors, and researchers to work in the animal law field.117 Establishing a government-subsidized research center where attorneys can work and develop this field, in addition to private support, is essential for new advocates that want to work in this field but at the same time need to develop their own lives and professional careers. 118 It is time to organize Brazilian animal law material to include a statute book, casebook, encyclopedia, and manuals to be used for attorneys and students inside and outside law schools in Brazil. This kind of material serves as a reference and an indication of the maturation of the animal rights field as a compulsory theme and required course in law curriculum.
As discussed in the previous section, confusion surrounds the formation of animal law classes, as a result of the amorphous nature of animal law as a subject in Brazil. It is time to take a group perspective to unify these expressions in the animal law field and start a serious path to teaching this discipline. Furthermore, to achieve a shift in the paradigm, it is necessary to understand and adopt effective methods for change in society while enlisting support from various groups that can have direct impact. Thus, it is necessary to bring a new legal education methodology to law schools. Animal law is an interdisciplinary subject, related to several fields including criminal law, property law, civil procedure, and contract law. This understanding is important in opening students' minds to new perspectives and demonstrating that law is an evolutionary subject. Methodologies such as animal law clinics119 and externships, as well as seminars, debates, and case and Socratic methods can be useful for Brazilians in building their own path to teach this new topic.120 Thus, the Brazilian system can begin to be a hybrid system with common law and civil law tools.121 Understanding this moment of hybridization, this merger, is important to shift the law paradigm and, thus, the teaching of animal law in South America.
VII. CONCLUSION
As shown in the section above, the path to teaching animal law in Brazil is a result of collaboration as well as the hard work of a group of professionals in this field. Professors around the world have supported the construction of a Brazilian animal law framework. There have already been positive outcomes, but some obstacles still remain in Brazilian society, highlighting the necessity for continued efforts to expand this field.
Additional steps must be taken. A framework must be created that can accommodate the work of professors, students, and attorneys. Animal law needs to be taught as a compulsory subject, and more support needs to be offered. In Brazil it is common to say that one step pushes another one, and if this saying is true, one can say that the future of teaching animal law in Brazil will be like life: challenging, with ups and downs. Nevertheless, to improve this field of work altogether, Brazilians can push the law to a new paradigm to respect all animals, human and non-human.
The path has already been paved in the 1988 Brazilian Constitution and under constitutional laws. At present, it is important to understand the intent of the Constitution and the underlying importance for Brazilians to entertain this debate. This article has shown the path already walked, the threshold at which Brazil stands, and some perspective for addressing present 120 
